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CHATHAM, VIRGINIA 24531 




June 24, 1986 



Mr. Jerry D. Rose 
Editor and Publisher 
The Third D e cade 
State University College 
Fredonia, New York 14063 



Dear Jerry, 

Congratulations on another important issue of The Third 
Decade , dated May, 1986. Calling your attention to page 20 
of that issue, I would like to make a couple of comments and 
to ask you and your readers a question. 

In your editorial, you raise the point about confes- 
sions — or the lack thereof — in the realm of the JFK assassi- 
nation case. My comments have to do with this particular 
statement: 

"...in fact many people have confessed and their con- 
fessions (in many cases rightly) have been disbelieved, 

Henry Hurt's Robert Easterling being only a recent and 
dramatic case in point;..." 

My point here is not to discuss the credibility of the 
Easterling confession, something I've done fully in Reasonabl e 
Doubt and on more than 80 radio and television programs, as 
well as in dozens of newspaper interviews . As you know from 
our correspondence (and as others know from my correspondence 
with them) , I am not troubled by criticism over my handling 
of Easterling. I welcome responsible criticism regarding 
Easterling, and I am quite aware that some responsible 
critics reject what Easterling has to say. So far, however, 
I've neither read nor heard anything that convinces me that 
I should have handled the matter differently. I made a care- 
ful decision to present Easterling's story in precisely the 
fashion it is presented, knowing that it would not be parti- 
cularly popular. My only regret is that, so far as I know, 
the FBI still has not interrogated those people named by 
Easterling who are easily at hand. 

I would like for you and your readers to tell me about 
the "many people" who have confessed in the past, people who 
presumably fit Easterling's manner of confession, since that 
is the confession you offer as an example. In my research, I 
never found another instance of any person providing a 
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detailed, on-the-record account of personal involvement in a 
successful conspiracy. I asked many critics about the possi- 
bility of such a confession as I was writing the book, and 
no one ever came up. with one. They did point to examples of 
anonymous confessions, confessions in which the confessor 
("Saul," for example) was not identified and could not be 
questioned, people who claimed knowledge of others who were 
involved. And, of course, there is the Harrelson matter in 
which he seems, to have confessed to some participation and 
then seems to have retracted his statement — -in any case, 
falling far short of providing detailed, on-the-record 
information that could be useful in the event the FBI was 
interested in such information. (I tried to see Harrelson 
about his position but at the time his lawyers were not 
cooperative. I have offered my assistance to certain researchers 
w ho want to pursue the Harrelson matter and feel it is very 
important for active researchers to do so.) 

In short, I simply could not find a single example of a 
confession that came anywhere near the potential usefulness 
of Easterling's account, in which he gives names and specific 
places and events. You have made the point that Easterling 
is one of "many people" to offer confessions of the same 
caliber as his. I would be grateful to know your examples. I 
do not mind being found wrong on this point, and I hope you 
will consider the point worthy of additional discussion. 

Again, I thank you for the attention you have given to 
my work, and I especially appreciate what you are doing to 
keep alive this exceedingly important aspect of American 
history. 



Sincerely yours, 

f=Kj 

Henry Hurt. 



cc: Various researchers 




